The medial surface of the mandible as an alternative source of bone grafts in orthognathic surgery.
A technique of harvesting bone grafts from the medial surface of the angle of the mandible during a bilateral sagittal split osteotomy procedure is described. In 20 patients who underwent mandibular setback for the correction of class III dentofacial deformities, bone grafts were harvested from the medial mandibular angle and used for simultaneous augmentation of the midface or for interpositioning and stabilization of the maxilla after LeFort I maxillary anterior or inferior repositioning. The mean postoperative follow-up was 6 months (range, 3-12 months). No complications occurred, and postoperative morbidity was similar to that encountered by patients who undergo sagittal split osteotomy without bone harvest. The technique described shows that the medial mandibular angle is a suitable donor site for membranous bone grafts in patients who undergo sagittal split osteotomy.